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Single Permit

7.026
single permits issued in 2022
3.517 in Flanders
1.016 in Wallonia  
2.493 in Brussels 

3.135
single permits issued in 2022
2.199 in Flanders
334 in Wallonia  
602 in Brussels 1.288

single permits issued in 2022
893 in Flanders
269 in Wallonia  
126 in Brussels 
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Labour market test applies 
(in Flanders, Brussels and 
German-speaking 
community) – maximum 
of 5 months per 12 month 
period

No suitable employee was 
found on the local labour 
market within a reasonable 
period of time, even by 
means of appropriate 
vocational training (labour 
market test)

Exemption from the labour 
market test (each region has 
its list)
In the Brussels-Capital Region 
and the German-speaking 
Community, these positions 
are only open to third-country 
nationals residing on a 
long-term basis in another 
EU Member State

Executives

Exemption from the 
labour market test
Minimum gross annual 
wage between €74.611 
and €83.936 depending 
on the region

Exemption from the 
labour market test
Minimum gross annual 
wage between €88.320 
and €98.356 (or €49.178 
for trainers without an 
employment contract for 
paid athletes in Flanders)

Exemption from the 
labour market test
Minimum gross annual 
wage between €41.197 and 
€41.969 depending on the 
region

Executives, experts and trainees 
can be transferred to Belgian 
branches of international 
companies
Based on EU Intra orporate 
Transferees Directive
Minimum 90 days and maximum 
3 years (1 year for trainees)
Diploma + salary requirement

Highly skilled 
workers 

(including 
researchers)

Exemption from the labour 
market test
Minimum gross annual 
wage between €46.632 and 
€50.310 depending on the 
region (or €37.305,60 for 
persons under 30 and 
nurses in Flanders) + 
diploma requirement

Top 3 
nationalities
in Flanders

Top 3 
nationalities
in Flanders

Top 3 
nationalities
in Flanders

Top 3 
nationalities
in Flanders
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Top 3 
nationalities
in Wallonia

Top 3 
nationalities
in Brussels

1%

11%

13%

76%

Companies
Independent activities 
with innovative added 
value 
Cultural/artistic
Sporting activities 

744
issued in 2022
223 in Flanders
162 in Wallonia  
359 in Brussels 

Professional cards 
for self-employed 

workers

Issued on the basis of the relevance of the 
project to the region 
3 categories with specific conditions in 
Flanders: self-employed activity with an 
economic added value (classic business) – 
initial capital, diploma and stable and 
su�cient financial resources required; 
self-employed activity with an innovative 
added value (diploma, stable and 
su�cient financial resources required);  
self-employed activity with sporting, 
cultural or artistic added value 

94% agriculture 
and horticulture 
in Flanders
in 2022

2.600

1
issued in 2022 
in Flanders

issued in 2022 
and 2023 
in Wallonia

61
57 single permits and 
4 work permits B issued 
in 2023 in Wallonia

8
6 single permits and 
2 work permits B issued 
in 2023 in Wallonia

Seasonal 
workers

EU Blue Card

Exemption from the 
labour market test
Minimum gross annual 
wage between €55.958 
and €65.053 depending 
on the region

145
issued in 2022
98 in Flanders
14 in Wallonia  
33 in Brussels 

Work permit B/arbeidskaart
Autorisation to work for less than 90 days. Also issued to certain 
categories of workers such as frontier workers, au pairs or trainees.
4.540 issued in 2022 (3.931 in Flanders; 369 in Wallonia; 233 in 
Brussels; 7 in the German community) 

Access to residence and work for more than 90 days.
19.721 issued in 2022 (first applications and renewals) 
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